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BRINGING THE
AHC TO YOU

Using the AHC Holdings to Explore
AHA Call for Presentations

The Arkansas Historical Association recently announced a call for proposals for its annual conference at
Historic Washington State Park on April 2‐5, 2014. The AHA’s call for proposals specifies that
September 4 - 21
presentations are welcome on any aspects of the Civil War that focus on life on the home front, as well
“Fought in earnest”
as broader proposals concerning the state’s experience during other times of crisis and conflict, such as
Exhibit
Henderson State University Japanese American internment camps, and Titan II missile bases. The AHA also welcomes other general
Huie Library
studies of Arkansas families and communities.
Arkadelphia

September 12

Arkansas History
Commission Meeting
1914 Schoolhouse
Historic Washington
State Park
Washington

September 20 –22

Display
Arkansas Genealogical
Society Seminar
Wyndham Hotel
Little Rock

September 21

Presentation
Spring River Gem &
Mineral Club
Rush

September 27-30

Display
Arkansas Archeological
Survey Annual Meeting
Hilton Garden Inn
Conway

The History Commission, NEARA, and SARA have numerous holdings that you could use to develop
presentations related to the AHA’s 2014 conference. The AHC houses a variety of materials relating to
the Civil War and World War II, as well as abundant collections that document Arkansas families,
households, and communities. Relevant Civil War collections include the Earle‐Ward Family Papers, the
John Brown diary, the Lucille Blann West Swann scrapbook, Martha Jane McAlmont’s “My Recollection of
the Civil War,” and the William Haynie papers, among others. Governor Adkins papers, publications,
photographs and other materials associated with the Japanese internment camps at Jerome and Rohwer
are also available at the AHC.
SARA and NEARA also house numerous collections relating to this year’s conference theme, and the
staff at all three of our locations would be glad to assist you in locating material for research and
presentations. Don’t know exactly what we have or how to find out? Please don’t hesitate to contact us
or come into one of our research rooms and ask a staff member for assistance locating material, or even
with fleshing out a research idea. We’ll be glad to let you pick our brains!
The deadline for presentation proposals of approximately 200 words is October 18, 2013, and should
be sent to Mark Christ, Program Chair, at mark@arkansasheritage.org. Conference presentations are
limited to 20 minutes and the use of audio/visual materials is encouraged. The full call for proposals can
be found here on the Arkansas Historical Association’s website. Come explore the theme of Arkansas’s
Home Front at the History Commission and our regional archives!

August Seminars = Crowd Pleasers!
What do a stormy day in northeast Arkansas and a bright, unseasonably cool Saturday in August have in
common? They were both great days to attend an Arkansas History Commission seminar!
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AHC Staff member Anna
Pfeifler presents at the
August 24 workshop at
MacArthur

Despite the rainy weather, approximately 60 folks attended the Disasters,
Depravity, and Judgment seminar held at the Male‐Female Academy in Powhatan
State Park on August 3. Hosted by AHC and NEARA, featured speakers included
Dr. Brooks Blevins and Blake Perkins, along with Lauren Jarvis and Jane
Wilkerson of the AHC. The speakers entertained audience members with stories
from 1890s‐1930s Arkansas. Sponsored in part by a grant from the Arkansas
Humanities Council, the seminar offered teachers four hours of professional
development credit and featured a book sale of Arkansas titles.

On August 24, the AHC and the MacArthur Museum of Military History
collaborated to present a workshop on researching military records at the
museum. Anna Pfeifler and Mary Dunn educated the crowd on how to research relatives who fought in
early conflicts and how to track down military service records, using our extensive collection of records
from the War of 1812 through WWI. We hope this workshop introduced attendees to the value of military
records, not only for historical research, but also for the many practical applications to veterans and their
families.
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Dr. Brooks Blevins
entertains and informs
the crowd at the August
3 seminar

Fall Outreach Opportunities
Fall conferences and events are plentiful throughout the Natural State and the AHC will be
at several meetings during September and October.

Coming Soon!
September 20-21
AGS Annual Meeting
September 27-28
Arkansas Archaelogical
Survey Annual Meeting
October 1-31
Archives Month
October 26
SARA Workshop

Know your
commissioners

AHC information booths will be set up at
the AGS Annual Meeting, the AAS Annual
Arkansas Histor y
Meeting and for the first time, at the
Commission
Arkansas
Curriculum
Conference.
Roland
Participants can learn about targeted Ms. Mary Dillard
resources the AHC offers and ask staff Dr. Ray Granade
Arkadelphia
members questions about our holdings and Dr. Ruth Hawkins
Jonesboro
services.

Mr. Michael Lindsey

Fayetteville

Expanding our reach to teachers across Mr. Robert McCarley
Little Rock
Arkansas is a priority and the opportunity Ms. Elizabeth Robbins Hot Springs
to lead a session at the October Arkansas
Dr. Robert Sherer
Little Rock
Curriculum
Conference,
along
with
displaying an information booth, is a great
way for us to introduce our primary source
Black Histor y
materials to teachers.

Along with these outreach events, October
is
Archives Month! The AHC will be
October 31– November 1
sponsoring
several events for you to attend,
Arkansas Curriculum
including our popular fall workshop at
Conference
Historic Washington State Park. Exciting
speaker and topic announcements are
coming soon! Register now for the October
26 seminar and make plans to celebrate Archives Month with us! Watch this space and the
AHC Facebook page for event updates.

Commission of Arkansas

Mr. Marion Butler
Ms. Carla Coleman
Rev. Barry Dobson
Ms. Joyce Gibson
Dr. John W. Graves
Mr. Myron Jackson
Mr. James Lawson

Sherwood
Little Rock
El Dorado
Prescott
Arkadelphia
Little Rock
Jacksonville

Register for

News from SARA

October 26

Calling all amateur sleuths! The recent donation of almost 100
glass plate negatives that are part of the Walz Collection contains
images of people like these. As with many photograph collections,
the subjects remain a mystery.

Fall Seminar at

These photos illustrate the need at SARA for volunteers who can
help identify photos, enter relevant collection data into various
programs, complete basic processing of collections, help with
patron requests and other routine
day‐to‐day tasks.

Washington State

The benefit to you? Working with
collections, learning fascinating facts
about Arkansas and best of all, you
get to see the good stuff before anyone else!
So, if you like history, are interested in photos, documents and
records of our past, won’t you consider becoming a volunteer
at SARA (or NEARA or the AHC)?
Contact us today by emailing Jane Hooker. We’d love to know
you are interested!
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Historic
Park today!
The Arkansas History
Commission News
is a publication of the
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Closed State Holidays

From the Director
What image comes to mind when you hear the word "archivist"? For many, the term "archivist" is an unfamiliar
one. Often, I find myself explaining, "It's like a librarian, but with documents, old and rare documents." But that's
not entirely correct either. Working in the field of archives encompasses so much more than the sorting,
cataloging, and preservation of "old and rare documents," as if those weren't all significant tasks in and of
themselves. In the 20 years I have worked in archives, technology has radically altered our work, bringing with it
exciting new opportunities, like the ability to share our collections with the world through the Internet.
Technology has also brought challenges ‐‐ the requirements of record‐keeping in a digital (as opposed to an
analog) environment are daunting, to say the least. Thankfully, colleagues in the archival world are generous with
their knowledge and freely exchange information. Professional organizations provide additional support with the development and
dissemination of best practices and standards for many areas of our work, which is especially useful in emerging fields like electronic
records management.
Two weeks ago, I attended a joint meeting of the Society of American Archivists and the Council of State Archivists (SAA‐CoSA) in New
Orleans. This was SAA’s first meeting in New Orleans since Hurricane Katrina in 2005, and this was also my first meeting as a member
of the Council of State Archivists. Attending the CoSA sessions, meeting and networking with other state and territorial archivists, made
the conference even more informative and enjoyable. The sessions I attended dealt with a range of thought‐provoking issues. Some of
these issues are not new to the staff of the Arkansas History Commission, and some undoubtedly will factor more significantly into our
work in the coming years.
One session I attended dealt with the topic of “replevin” or the process through which state archives recover official documents and
records that have been stolen or misappropriated. In an especially timely and relevant session on "Archival Advocacy," state archivists
from Alabama, Arizona, Georgia, and New York shared perspectives on cultivating vital support from various constituents and
stakeholders. Other AHC staff members attended sessions on planning for more efficient archival processing, digitization, and
educational outreach, among other topics. We all brought back ideas and inspiration for our own recently‐launched initiatives in these
areas. Electronic records were a topic of much conversation, and I’m very grateful that CoSA is sponsoring the SERI (State Electronic
Records) Institutes to assist state archives in planning for the preservation of born‐digital material. Collaborating and developing
partnerships with other agencies in your region or those with similar missions and goals, long‐range planning, and the active
promotion of your agency, were themes emphasized throughout the conference sessions. While talk did occasionally stray to "old and
rare documents." the 21st century archivist by necessity, needs to be an IT person, a marketer, an educator, a planner, and a strategist,
while keeping abreast of trends affecting more traditional tasks, and that’s just on a slow day!

News from NEARA
Among the collections at NEARA are many records of the prominent Sloan family and their business
and political pursuits in the region. The Sloan collection, along with the records of many other early
families in the region, is available at NEARA for your next research project.
Fergus Sloan and his wife, Ann, emigrated from Ireland to North Carolina in the mid‐eighteenth
century. Three of their sons, Thomas, Fergus II, and James Sloan, moved into the newly‐formed
Arkansas Territory in 1819. Modern‐day Sloans in Lawrence and the surrounding counties are
descendants of Fergus II. Since their arrival, the Sloan family made their mark in agriculture,
mercantile, and political leadership in the region, perhaps none more successful than Clay Sloan,
grandson of Fergus II.
Clay, born in Arkansas in 1861, was a prominent Lawrence County citizen and public servant. Starting
on the local level, he served as county school examiner, while teaching at the Male‐Female Academy
at Powhatan. He then widened his political base by his election to the first of two terms as Lawrence
County Clerk in 1886. The next step for Sloan? The State Capitol. He served one term in the Arkansas
Senator Clay Sloan, 1895
From the Arkansas
House of Representatives in 1891, then served in the Arkansas Senate from 1893‐1897. In 1893, he
History Commission
served as President Pro Tempore of the upper chamber, which in the succession protocol of that era,
General Photograph Collections
meant that he was first in line to replace the governor. Sloan did exactly that for 30 days in 1894
when Governor Fishback was out of state. Following his Senate service, Sloan moved to statewide office, serving as Auditor of State
from 1897‐ 1901. He also was involved in the banking sector, serving as president of the First National Bank at Black Rock for many
years.
The Sloan family is typical of the successful early pioneers who took advantage of the opportunities present in the newly created
territory and state to become successful public servants and business entrepreneurs. Many Sloan descendants still call northeast
Arkansas home and are valued supporters of NEARA.
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New at the AHC

Exhibit Locations
Beginning September 4,
“Fought in earnest” will be
on display on the first floor
of the Huie Library on the
campus of Henderson State
University.

Contributions during the month of July:
Sterling Dudey Green, Tulip Arkansas collection
Documents and photographs

Arkansas Insurance Department records
Slides and photographs (1 cu. ft.)

Twin Groves Community Project Oral Histories

The library is open Monday‐
Thursday from 7:30 am ‐10
pm, Fridays from 7:30 am—
5 pm, Saturdays from 12 pm‐
4:30 pm and Sundays from 2
pm to 10 pm.

Political Memorabilia

Party songbooks and political pamphlets

Michigan State Archives Postcard collection
CCC Discharge Document
Donna Perrin collection

Staff Picks
Washbourne Self-Portrait

Arkansas photographs

Coffey collection

Genealogy materials and books (1 cu. ft.)

Gerald Congleton collection

Welcome to Staff Picks, a new monthly feature highlighting
interviews with staff members about their favorite object
from our collection. Julienne Crawford, AHC’s curator, kicks
off the feature with her pick ‐ Edward Payson Washbourne’s
self‐portrait.

Books, newspapers and documents (7 cu. ft.)

The AHC Team

Why did you choose this? “It is a wonderful work of art, the
detail and realism are exceptional. I’m intrigued by
Washbourne’s life.”

Microphotography Archival Technician
John Freshour is the AHC’s own Clark
Kent. By day, he can be found squirreled
away among the stacks of newspapers and
printed materials waiting to be
microfilmed, surrounded by large‐format
cameras and processors. By night, he
transforms into “John the Bouncer” for the
Stickyz Rock n Roll Chicken Shack in Little
Rock’s Rivermarket District.
John says the two jobs are not that
disparate. “Being a successful bouncer involves a lot of talking, which
surprises most people,” he said with a laugh. “Archivists like to think of
themselves as solitary, but interacting with patrons and getting to the
bottom of what they are searching for sometimes takes shrewd
communication skills, much like getting someone who has had a bit too
much to drink to leave the club voluntarily.”

How so?
“He grew up in
antebellum
Arkansas
and
Oklahoma, I have to wonder what
his artistic influences were during
that time period and how he
became such a great painter. Also,
he died young—28 years old– and I
wonder
what
his
national
recognition would have been if he
had lived longer.”

Are there other related materials in the collection? “Yes. His
sister’s descendants also donated other family portraits,
historical objects and archival material, including letters
from Edward and his personal paintbrushes. Edward and his
brother changed the family spelling of “Washburn” to
“Washbourne,” so it is interesting to see that change
A native of Sherwood, John received his B.A. in history from UALR and documented in the collection.”
successfully completed his M.A. coursework there as well. He defends his
What question would you ask him if you could? “What
thesis at the end of this semester.
influences did your time in Arkansas have on your artwork?”
Working through college at Market Strategies International, a market
research firm, John started his archival career as a graduate assistant at Finding aids for the Washburn Family Collection, 18211937
Sequoyah National Research Center. He was hired first as an intern at the and the Josiah Woodward Washburn Family Letters, 1856
AHC, then moved to an extra‐help position and started in his current job 1866 are available at the Arkansas History Commission.
in the fall of 2011.“I really enjoy microfilming and preserving Arkansas
history as it happens,” he enthused. One hundred years from now,
patrons will be able to read the same news you and I read this morning.
Now that’s cool!”
Freshour’s favorite collection at the AHC? The Goughler collection from
the Ozark Cultural Resource Center. “I’m a music guy—that collection is
incredible and I’m looking forward to the day when can offer this part of
history to our patrons on the web,” he concluded.
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